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Abstract
The role of lab coat on the Reliance of the patients

Authors: Khashabi J, MD'. Samadzadeh MD*.

In a prospective study, we evaluated the effect of wearing lab coat on the
reliance of patients.
In an obstetric Dept. all mothers were guided about their baby care after
children by a pediatrician. They pediatrician attended in the mother's room
with or without lab coat. The guided them about feeding jaundice,
immunization and care of umbilical cord each week alternatively with or
without lab coat. The mothers also were recommended to bring their babies to
the clinic again after 4-5 days to be rechecked for hyperbilirybinemia and
other problems. The acceptance of the physician's advice and coming back
again was the index of the mother's reliance to the doctor. The study
continued for 12 months during the year 1999.
After exclusion of patients with stillbirth, premature babies, and newborns
with congenital diseases and malformations and mothers from cities other
than Ourmia, 275 mothers were included in the study. 143 mothers were
visited with lab coat (group 1) and 132 mothers were visited without wearing
lab coat (group 2). '
93 newborns from group 1(65%), and 63 babies from group 2(47%) were
brought for second visit after 4-5 days after the first visit, (p<0.0005).
As the study showed, there was an obvious relation between doctor's
disciplinary on wearing lab coat and the patient's reliance.

Key word: Lab coat - Patients reliance
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