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Abstract
Risk - taking after-school activities of 7 and 9 year old children
H Soori !

To explore parental views on children’s risk-taking behaviors and activities ,a
cross-sectional study was carried out with children’s and parents * self- completed
questionnaires: A total of 476 pupils aged seven and nine years and their parents
were randomly Selected. Parents reported that the most important reason why chil-
dren took risks was because they did not think of danger (67.6%). Most parents
(87.5%) believed that their children take risks when they played outside after the
school hours. The most common risky activities were climbing walls (25.0%),
climbing trees (14.8%) and riding carelessly (14.1%). Older children were more
E.S_% to cross a busy road alone as compared to the younger ones (31.9% vs.
20.2%, p=0.004) . In contrast, younger children were more likely to ride behind
someone else on a bicycle (p=0.006) Using an aggregate score, boys were more
likely to take risks than girls (p<0.001). However there was no significant differ-
ence between younger and older children relating to overall risky activities.

The pattern of risk-taking behavior for younger children was different from that
of the older ones. Older children and boys are at a greater risk of being involved in
accidental injuries than younger ones and girls. This may be partly due to their

higher level of risky activities.
Key Words: Children, risk- taking activities, Events, Parents.
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