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Explaining of Driving and Restraining Factors of Academic

Governance in Higher Education Based on the Inovation Ecosystem

Ali Khorsandi Taskoh', Fahimeh Rabbani Khah?*, Mohammad Mehdi Tehranchi®, Saeed Ghiasi Nodooshan', Mehdi Elyasi*

Abstract

Background and objective: The governance of higher education refers to the system of power resulting from laws,
policies and rules that determine the responsibilities of different actors in the higher education system. In this system,
universities play a vital role as the main actor in higher education. Therefore, academic governance in Iran’s higher
education can have an important effect by emphasizing the innovation ecosystem as a key factor in the development
and progress of universities and realizing the goals of higher education. Considering the importance of the subject,
this research was conducted with the aim of investigating the driving and restraining factors in academic governance
in Iran’s higher education based on innovation ecosystem.

Methods and Materials: This qualitative research was conducted using thematic analysis. The research community
comprises the deans at universities in Tehran, as well as experts and specialists in the field of higher education, who
were selected as participants in the research using a targeted sampling approach. Data were collected through semi-
structured interviews. In order to obtain the credibility and validity of the data, peer debriefing and member checking
were used.

Results: 70 codes were identified in two main driving and restraining groups of academic governance based on
innovation ecosystem.Internal driving and restraining factors were extracted and classified in 6 social, technological,
economic, environmental, political and value dimensions and external driving and restraining factors in 7 dimensions
of strategy, structure, system, common values, skill, style and employees.

Conclusion: A detailed analysis of these factors will help higher education policy makers, managers and planners
to adopt appropriate policies and strategies to strengthen academic governance based on the innovation ecosystem
by strengthening drivers and removing or reducing restraining factors. This approach can help create an effective

innovation ecosystem in higher education and lay the foundation for significant improvements in this field.

Keywords: academic governance, driving and restraining factors, university, innovation ecosystem
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