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A comparative study of compliance with professional research ethics

in medical theses by Faculty Members and students

Masoud Foroutan', Arghavan Afra’*, Mohammad Najafi’, Naser kamyari*

Abstract
Background and objective: Professional ethics in research addresses the ethical challenges in various fields of

studies. The higher the quality of research is, the faster the scientific advancement of society will be. The present study
is aimed at a comparative study of compliance with professional research ethics in medical theses by Faculty Members
and students.

Methods and Materials: This descriptive-analytical study was carried out on 130 medical students and 98
professors at Abadan University of Medical Sciences in 2022-2023. Students were randomly sampled, while
professors were sampled by the census method. Data were collected using demographic and professional ethics in
research questionnaires. Data analysis was performed using SPSS software and independent t-test, ANOVA, and
Pearson correlation tests.

Results: Compared to students, the overall score of professional ethics in research and all its dimensions were
higher among professors. There was a direct correlation between the scores of professional ethics in research and
its dimensions in professors and students. Moreover, the seven dimensions of professional ethics in research had a
significant direct correlation with each other and with the total score of professional ethics.

Conclusion: The adherence to research ethics was higher among professors compared to students; however, the
score for professors was still moderate to high. Training in ethical principles in research may lead to improved quality
and credibility of research. Hence, it is recommended to emphasize adherence to professional ethics in research to

preserve and advance science and knowledge.

Keywords: Research Ethics, Professional Ethics, Medical Research.

1.Assistant Professor, Department of Basic Medical Science, Faculty of Medicine, Abadan University of Medical Sciences, Abadan,
Iran
2*.Corresponding Author Assistant Professor, Department of Nursing, School of Nursing, Abadan University of Medical Sciences,
Abadan, Iran A.Afra@Abadanums.ac.ir
3 Student Research Committee, Abadan University of Medical Sciences, Abadan, Iran
4 Assistant Professor, Department of Public Health, School of Health Abadan University of Medical Sciences, Abadan, Iran



	_Hlk175550559
	_Hlk171269481
	_Hlk189302510
	_Hlk171352184
	_Hlk169029025

