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Identify and Rank the Factors Affecting the Selection of University
Students Case study: Islamic Azad University of Medical Sciences, Tehran

Seyed Hamid Jamaldini', Fatemeh Narenji Thani**, Zeinb Mostafavi’®

Abstract
Background and purpose: The purpose of this study was to identify and classify factors affecting the selection

of Tehran, Azad Islamic University of Medical Sciences.

Materials and Methods: The research method was applied in terms of purpose and descriptive-survey in
terms of data collection. The population of the study, all students (3723) of Islamic Azad University in the
academic year of (2019-2020) were to be available, the sample size of 1985 was stratified sampling-selected.

To collect data, a 23-item researcher-made questionnaire was used and the Cronbach’s alpha coefficient for
the underlying factors of the instrument was 95.05. To assess the validity of the questionnaire, in addition to the
expert opinion, confirmative factor analysis was used.

Results: To identify the factors affecting the choice of the university through the background of research
and theoretical foundations in universities and higher education institutions, 9 factors include; (International
relations, social dimensions, facilities and equipment, university reputation, labor market relations, individual
dimensions, university quality, student-cultural and economic) were identified.

Conclusion: The results showed: 1- The research model was fitted with nine factors using confirmatory factor
analysis. 2. All indicators are significantly associated with their underlying factor and the measurement model
is desirable when evaluating minor indicators. 3- To rank the factors influencing the choice of university, the
Friedman test was used, the results of which indicate that; International relations, social dimensions, facilities
and equipment and the reputation of the university have a higher priority than other factors in the selection of

students. Chi-square statistics also show that there is a significant difference in rank averages at the 0.05 level.

Keywords:Islamic Azad University of Medical Sciences, University Selection, Students
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