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Assessment of Medical Excellence Centers in Iran
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Abstract:

The assessment of “scientific excellence” is taking on increasing importance in the development of
research policies. Evaluation of Medical Excellence Centers makes it possible for stakeholders to promote
and establish the quality of scientific activities. Despite such importance, efficient methods to identify and
evaluate the function of these scientific institutions, is not well known. Thus ,in 2009 the Ministry of Health
and Medical Education Deputy for Medical Education ordered the design of appropriate assessment and
evaluation tools. The goal of this activity was to implement an assessment system for centers of excellence
and find a true understanding of their performance.

The evaluation was performed using the tools and indicators based on a systematic approach for evaluat-
ing “input”, “process” and “output . This present study reports the findings of this evaluation.

The findings suggest that 85.7% of the institutions studied have been stationed in Tehran. From total
scientific institutions assessed, 66.6% had a documented strategic plan. The evaluation report of these stra-
tegic plans were not provided by any of excellence centers. These institutions mainly relied on government
resources for their activities. Over 50% of academic institutions had no report of financing from charity or-
ganizations, NGOs, private organizations and overseas sources. In the area of capacity building, the highest
median score was 7.5, which was related to the existence of proper structure for international scientific com-
munication. 50% of the centers had no demand- oriented projects and no partnerships with other academic in-
stitutions abroad. The main output of these institutions was indexed scientific articles. academic achievement
leading to health services in the field was reported by these institutes.

Based on the finding of this evaluation , scientific performance of center of excellence is contrary to the
main mission of these centers. Predicting the future by western universities led them to realize that if they
did not change their strategies they will not succeed. For developing countries such as Iran, learning from

this experience is an opportunity.

Key words: Academic excellence, Medical, Education, Iran

1- MD, MPH, PhD, Dept. of Epidemiology and Biostatistics, School of Public Health, Tehran University of Medical Sciences,
Tehran, Iran. (* Corres pondence: Malek179@gmail.com.)

2- MD ¢« MPH ,Social determinant of Health Research Center , University of Social Welfare and Rehabilitation sciences.

3- MD, National Secretariat of Excellence Centers, Educational Deputy, Ministry of Health and Medical Education , Tehran,Iran,
4- MD, MPH, PhD, Social determinant of Health Research Center , University of Social Welfare and Rehabilitation sciences,
Tehran,Iran.

5- MD, National Secretariat of Excellence Centers, Educational Deputy, Ministry of Health and Medical Education, Tehran,lran.



References

References:
1- Airaghi, A. J. Viana Baptista, N.E. Bush, L.
Georghiov, M.J. Ledoux, A.F.J. van Raan, and
S. Kuhlmann. Options and Limits for Assessing
the Socio-Economic Impact of European RTD
Programmes’, ETAN Working Paper, EUR
18884, Luxembourg: Office for Official Pub-
lications of the European Communities, 1999.
(ISBN 92-828-3721-1).
2. Heidari, A. H. Bakhtiary Nejad, F. The princi-
ples and structures of scientific centers of excel-
lence, Rahyaft , (2008),41, fall and winter.
3- Horrobin, D.F. The philosophical basis of
peer review and the suppression of innovation.
Journal of American Medical Association
(JAMA). (1990). 263, 1438-1441.
4- Moxham, H. and J. Anderson. A view from
the inside, Science and Technology Policy.
(1992).7-15.
5- Abramo, G., C. A. D Angelo, F. Di Costa,
and M. Solazzi. Collaboration in publicprivate
research: A bibliometric examination. Work-
ing Paper, Laboratory for Studies on Research
and Technology Transfer, University of Rome-
TorVergata.(2008)http://www.disp.uniroma2.it/
laboratorioRTT/Sito% 20inglese/Results.html.
www. edc.behdasht.gov.ir
6. Medical Education and development center,
evaluation of Medical Excellence centers in
Iran, 2010, available on www. edc.behdasht.

gov.ir

7- LeMon R.ERecommendations to the Florida
Technology, Research and Scholarship Board
Regarding the Centre of Excellence Program,
the Florida Board of Governors Research and
Economic development. ( 2007).

8- Tijssen, R. J. W. Scoreboards of research ex-
cellence. Research Evaluation 2003.12 (2): 91-
103.

9- Mohammadi, R. Eshaghi, F. Parand, K. Ho-
seini, M. E. Accreditaion: the suitable model for
quality improvement of Research Institutions.
Rahyatft. (2010).Falland Winter 45, 33-40

10- Sadana, R. Lee- Marteen. Sh-P, Lee J.
Health Research System Analysis (HRSA) Ini-
tiative: Methods for Collecting Benchmarks and
Systems Analysis Toolkit, Evidence and Infor-
mation For Policy, ( 2006). World Health Or-
ganization, Geneva

11- UNESCO, (2008), Higher Education Insti-
tutes, (2010) available at: http://www.unesco.
org/en/higher-education

12- Paya, A. Reflection on the Most Important
Factors of Success in the Centers of Excellence.
Quarterly journal of Research and Planning in
Higher Education, 2004; 9 (4) :137-158.

13- Paya, Ali; The Future of Futures Studies in
Iran. (2004).Futures, 36, Forthcoming.

(1¢ ¢
a Ccﬁb\mopé

o
7

H-
:



